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CENTRAL DIVISION OF THE M. L. A. : ANNUAL MEETING 

The twenty-fifth annual meeting of the Central Division of the 
M. L. A. took place in Chicago on Dec. 28, 29, 30. The attendance 
was unusually large, the papers presented were of a high degree, of 
excellence, the entertainment provided through the cooperation of 
the faculties of the University of Chicago and Northwestern and 
arranged for by Professors Cross, Bryan, Kurath, and De Salvio 
was thoroughly delightful. Owing to the fact that the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science had attracted a very 
large number of scientists to the University of Chicago, rooms for 
meeting there were at a premium and the Romance section found 
itself in too small quarters the day the Association met there, but 
this is just one of the various contretemps that may arise when it 
is impossible to predict what the attendance will be. 

Of special interest to readers of the Journal should be the pro- 
ceedings of the pedagogic sections, to discuss particularly, of course, 
problems of college teaching. 

In the Romance section Professor Charles E. Young of the 
State University of Iowa discussed the nature and function of the 
Teachers' Course. Among other things he said that the course 
should be given by some one with secondary experience, who 
should keep in mind the necessity of checking up the equipment 
of his class in content, as well as the more immediate task of dis- 
cussing class room procedure. The speaker emphasized also the 
importance of providing opportunities for students to observe 
work in secondary classes and to have a go at practice teaching. 
He advocated a course in phonetics to be taken by members of the 
teachers' course during the second semester, while still having two 
meetings weekly of the class in method. 

As to the content of such a course, Professor Young expressed 
the opinion that it is not enough to go over the ground covered by 
printed discussions of the subject. Teacher and class should dis- 
cuss concrete problems, such as the presentation of pronunciation 
to a class as it is actually done, they should formulate standards 
for the study and judgment of school texts and practice the appli- 
cation of their tests to current books. 

The paper was discussed by Professors Zdanowicz, Smith, and 
Carnahan. The latter raised the question of the teachers' course 
being counted for graduate credit, which is not the case at Illinois 
and Wisconsin. The feeling of the group seemed to be that such 
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a course given to seniors and graduate students should be counted 
toward a graduate degree. 

Professor Thieme of Michigan then discussed the question of 
attracting men students to the advanced classes in Romance lan- 
guages. In his opinion, the reputation of the department in the 
institution, the character of its instructors, whether or not they 
are known as investigators and productive scholars, whether or 
not the classes are so conducted as to give opportunities for dis- 
cussion and the free expression of opinion by the students, whether 
or not the instructors are sufficiently interested in present day 
literature and problems to point out the connections between 
present and past epochs — all these things have weight with men 
students electing subjects that do not have a directly vocational 
character. The speaker advocated also acquainting students with 
the essentially virile qualities of the French, which should make 
an appeal to the interest of college men. 

In commenting on th ■ paper, Professor De Salvio referred to 
the fact that we dare not overlook or speak slightingly of the women 
students in our coeducational institutions, or we may find our- 
selves without listeners of either sex. Professor Havens suggested 
that our great chance at the men comes in the first one or two 
years in college, and that if we could give them something sub- 
stantial in the way of ideas, if we could arouse their interest in the 
intellectual achievements of France or Spain at this point, we 
would have a stronger hold on them for subsequent work. 

Professor David next spoke on method in the advanced course 
in literature. He too demanded that the instructor should be an 
investigator and should bring to bear on his teaching the best 
scientific method. His chief aim should be that his students be- 
come intelligently familiar with the important texts through 
extensive and orderly reading, whether the course be given by 
means of lectures or through recitation. The instructor should 
endeavor to place authors in their proper environment and, by 
means of illustrated books and works dealing with the history of 
society, should try to have his class realize the milieu in which 
they wrote. Students should be asked to take notes on reading, 
should be required to write reports in which their individual re- 
actions have a place. The difficulty of having enough copies of a 
given work without too severely taxing the library funds or the 
students may be solved by a rental collection for the use of which 
a small fee is charged. 

Professor Coleman raised the question of the language in which 
these courses should be given. Professor Wagner expressed the 
opinion that in advanced courses in which masterpieces are studied 
neither the student nor the instructor should be hampered by any 
barrier of language, and that English should be the medium. 
Professors Bovee and Cardon expressed the belief that college 
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instructors are too much inclined to sacrifice linguistic control to 
other interests. 

In discussing graduate study in France by American students, 
Professor Bush spoke of the impossibility of being in a position to 
interpret the foreign civilization aright without personal contact 
with it throughout a considerable period, and explained the nature 
of the groups of courses by specialists bearing on various phases of 
French civilization now being offered at the Sorbonne by such men 
as Brunot, Reynier, Chamard, Michaud, Guignebert, Denis. He 
recommended to prospective students in France that they spend 
at least a semester in one of the excellent provincial universities 
before going to Paris for study. 

As one result of this discussion a motion was offered that a com- 
mittee be appointed to consider whether residence abroad should 
be made a part of the required work of candidates for the doctorate 
in Romance, and that this question should be on the section 
program for 1921. 

The section meeting was presided over by Professor R. P. 
Jameson of Oberlin. His successor is Professor E. C. Hills of Indi- 
ana University. A committee consisting of Professors E. H. 
Wilkins, Kenneth McKenzie, and A. L. Owen was appointed to 
advise with the officers in the preparation of a program for 1921 
and to consider whether the representatives of the three Romance 
languages should meet separately. On the latter question the 
committee reported in the negative. 

In the German section, Professor Hatfield gave some notes on 
his extensive use of expressive reading as a medium for the teaching 
of literature, particularly in third year work. 

Professor Bruno discussed the material and methods of third 
year literary courses. He favors one-man courses, the moderate 
use of translation for testing purposes, discussions largely in 
English, reading of the text in German by both the instructor and 
the student, and encouraging students to ask questions. 

Professor Lauer outlined a college course in beginning German 
which has been tried twice at Iowa, the aim of which is to enable 
students to begin reading German at the earliest possible moment. 
Condensed grammar training fills the first semester, coupled with a 
carefully selected standard vocabulary utilized in brief reading 
paragraphs. The second semester work is distributed thus: One 
hour oral and drill work, translation; one hour written compo- 
sition; two hours sight reading; additional outside reading of 
about 200 pages. 

The speaker believes that by this system the reading ability of 
the students has been greatly increased. 

Mr. Jente presented very interesting figures showing enroll- 
ments in the several modern languages at universities, colleges, and 
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high schools during the past seven years. In general, these figures 
show German at a standstill, after a loss of about 66%, whereas 
French has made an almost equal gain, and Spanish in many cases 
an even greater one, though the growth of Spanish has been much 
more irregular. 

The Central Division will hold its next annual meeting at the 
University of Iowa. Professor A. C. L. Brown of Northwestern 
was elected chairman. 

News from Arkansas 

Fort Smith (Arkansas) reports an active French Club again this 
year. The Christmas program was especially good, with original 
Christmas stories, music and a "Tableau Mouvant," representing 
the busy day of an Agent de Police. This officer was stationed at 
the corner of the Louvre (the piano), directing tourists and towns- 
people to various points of interest indicated by signs posted on 
different articles of furniture — such as Bureau de Poste, Place 
de la Bastille, and, of course, L'Arc de Triomphe and le Bois de 
Boulogne in the distance. 

SOME REGISTRATION FIGURES IN MODERN LAN- 
GUAGES (AUTUMN 1920) FROM REPRESENTATIVE 
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

Amherst College: 

French, 231; Spanish, 66; German, 45; Italian, 16. 

University of California: 

French 1,350; Spanish, 1,310: about 950 refused admission, 
German, 538: elementary 422, advanced 116; Italian, 150. 

University of Chicago: 

French, 573: elementary 400, advanced 173; Spanish, 294: 
elementary 250, advanced 44; German, 244: elementary 190, 
advanced 54; Swedish, 4 advanced; Italian, 66: elementary 
62, advanced 4. 

Dartmouth College: 

French, 883: elementary 746, advanced 137; Spanish, 411, 
elementary; German, 217: elementary 118, advanced 99. 

Harvard University: 

French, 1,250: elementary 800, advanced 450; Spanish, 435: 
elementary 260, advanced 175; Italian, 72: elementary 37, 
advanced 35; Romance Philology, 80. 

University of Illinois: 

French, 1,116: elementary 530, advanced 586; Spanish, 
1,268: elementary 924, advanced 344; German, 325: elemen- 
tary 159, advanced 166; Italian, 35: elementary 28, ad- 
vanced, 7. 
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Indiana University: 

French, 1,108: elementary 936, advanced 172; Spanish, 672: 
elementary 636, advanced 36; German, 150: elementary 64, 
advanced 86; Italian, 16 elementary. 

University of Maine: 

French, 240; Spanish, 315; German, 175; Italian, 13. 

University of Michigan: 

French, 1,808: elementary 590, advanced 1,218; Spanish, 
1,130: elementary 664, advanced 466; German, 400; Italian, 
29: elementary 24, advanced 5. 

University of Minnesota: 

French, 1,246; Spanish, 747; German, 532; Italian, 17. 

University of North Carolina: 

French, 525; Spanish, 171; German, 119. 

Ohio State University: 

French, 1,637; elementary 1,380, advanced 257; Spanish, 
1,494: elementary 1,392, advanced 102; Italian, 23: elemen- 
tary 17, advanced 6. 

Princeton University: 

French, 800; Spanish, 300; German, 188; Italian, 38. 

Smith College: 

French, 1,094: elementary 420, advanced 674; Spanish, 243: 
elementary 106, advanced 137; German, 91: elementary 36, 
advanced 55; Italian, 72: elementary 42, advanced 30. 

University of Texas: 

French, 794: elementary 285, advanced 509; Spanish, 1,376: 
elementary 662, advanced 714; German, 177: elementary 65, 
advanced 112; Italian, 8, first year. 

Tulane University: 

French, 113: elementary 58, advanced 55; Spanish, 124: 
elementary, 99, advanced, 25; Italian, 3, first year. 

H. Sophie Newcomb Memorial College: 

French, 315: elementary 48, advanced 267; Spanish, 162: 
elementary 93, advanced, 69. 

Vanderbilt University: 

French, 352; Spanish, 302; German, 83; Italian, 6. 

Vassar College: 

French, 686: elementary 99, advanced 587; Spanish, 121: 
elementary 79, advanced 42; German, 69: elementary 26, 
advanced 43; Italian, 67: elementary 62, advanced 5. 

University of Virginia: 

French, 358; Spanish, 346; German, 53; Italian, 25. 

Yale University: (including Sheffield) 

French, 805: elementary 320, advanced 485; Spanish, 278: 
elementary 257, advanced 21; German, 233: elementary 161, 
advanced 72; Italian, 22 elementary. 
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The fall meeting of the Boston group of the New England 
M. L. A. was held at Boston University, Dec. 4, 1920, in conjunc- 
tion with the annual meeting of the New England Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools. The program consisted of ad- 
dresses by J. Moreno-Lacalle, Middlebury College, Vermont, and 
A. Clinton Crowell of Brown University. The attendance was 
excellent. The meeting was presided over by the chairman, Walter 
I. Chapman, assisted by Miss Edith Gartland, Secretary. 

Virginia News 

The annual meeting of the M. L. A. of Virginia was held at 
John Marshall High School, Friday, Nov. 26, 1920, with Miss 
Estelle Smithey, of Farmville, in the chair. The meeting was 
well attended and the program interesting. The question of col- 
leges allowing credit for first year work in a language was dis- 
cussed at length, and the point brought out that the University 
of Virginia is the only college in the state not giving credit. A 
committee was appointed to investigate the rules governing the 
case in other states and to bring a definite ruling to the Associa- 
tion. 

The program was as follows: 

Lope de Vega and Calderon, Mr. Bowles, University of Vir- 
ginia. 

Articulation of High School and College Courses in Spanish, 
Miss Gay, Westhampton College. Changes in the Method of 
Teaching French since the War, Mr. Graham, University of 
Virginia. A report on French and Spanish educational institutions 
and educational helps available for American students, Professor 
Zdanowicz, Randolph-Macon Woman's College. 

Officers for the coming year were elected as follows: 

President: Estelle Smithey, State Normal School, Farmville. 

Vice-Presidents: A. S. Graham, University of Virginia; Sarah 
E. Coleman, Binfield Junior High School, Richmond. 

Secretary-Treasurer: Emma J. Hunt, John Marshall High 
School, Richmond. 

Executive Board: The officers and A. G. Williams, Williams- 
burg, Thelma Watts, Bainbridge Junior High School, Richmond. 

A meeting of the Virginia branch of the American Association 
of Spanish Teachers was held in the John Marshall High School, 
Friday, Nov. 26. The following officers were chosen for the 
coming year: 

President: Professor Fisher, Randolph-Macon College, Ash- 
land. 

Vice-President: Grace Mastin, Bainbridge Junior High School, 
Richmond. 

Secretary-Treasurer: Constance Gay, Westhampton College, 
Richmond. 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF MODERN 

LANGUAGE TEACHERS OF THE MIDDLE 

STATES AND MARYLAND 

The annual meeting took place on Saturday, November 27, 
1920, the president, Dr. J. P. W. Crawford, in the Chair. 

In the absence of the secretary, Miss Betty Schragenheim 
acted as secretary pro tern. There was a large audience and much 
interest was shown. 

Extract from President's Report. 

The principal work of the Association has consisted in the 
organization of the two Committees authorized at our last meeting, 
namely, the committee on Oral and Aural Tests and the Committee 
on Investigation. Owing to the late date at which these Committees 
were appointed, they have had an opportunity only to outline 
their work for the coming year. 

The Committee on Oral and Aural Tests is composed of Prof. 
Douglas L. Buffum, Princeton University, Chairman; Prof. Edith 
Fahnestock, Vassar College; Miss Harriet M. True, West Phila- 
delphia High School for Girls; Prof. E. W. Bagster-Collins, 
Teachers College, Columbia University; Prof. Edwin B. Davis, 
Rutgers College; Prof. James F. Mason, Cornell University, and 
Mr. Louis A. Roux, Newark Academy. 

Associated with Dr. William R. Price, Chairman, on the Com- 
mittee on Investigations, are Prof. Isabelle Bronk, Swarthmore 
College; Dr. Mary C. Burchinal, West Philadelphia High School 
for Girls; Prof. David S. Blondheim, Johns Hopkins University; 
Dr. Murray P. Brush, Tome Institute; Prof. Hayward Keniston, 
Cornell University, and Dr. Charles Holzwarth, West High 
School, Rochester. The committee believes that the time is propi- 
tious to make a thorough study of the various problems that under- 
lie and affect the teaching of modern languages in secondary 
schools and colleges. 

The president appointed Professor D. L. Buffum and Dr. 
Murray P. Brush as Committee on Nominations and Prof. Bagster- 
Collins chairman of the Auditing Committee. 

Extract from Report of the Secretary. 1919-20. 

Since November 29th of last year fifty-seven new members 
have joined our association. Most of these new memberships are 
due to the printed application cards sent out in November of last 
year to the modern language departments of all schools and col- 
leges connected with the main association. They were accompanied 
by a circular letter describing the work and scope of our group and 
urging all teachers of modern languages in the section to join our 
association. A similar circular letter and membership cards have 
been sent during the last two weeks to schools and teachers in 
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Washington and in Baltimore and to many schools in Maryland 
outside of Baltimore. Already members are joining in response 
to this invitation. For the addresses of teachers and schools we 
are indebted to M. Rene Samson, Professor Henry Doyle, Miss 
Agnes Godfrey Gay and Miss Dunster. 

Our thanks are due to Teachers College for excellent service 
rendered without charge. All post cards and circular letters have 
been multigraphed and addressed, all bills have been typewritten 
and addressed with willing promptness and efficiency and the 
Association has had publicity and service that would not have 
been possible otherwise. 

We are glad to report a balance of sixty-two dollars ($62.00) 
in the treasury. .It is due to new memberships, to the existence 
of a sufficient supply of membership cards, and to no expense for 
bill heads, programmes, or other printing. 

The subject for the day was Oral Tests and admirable papers 
were read by Professor Bagster-Collins and by Mr. Francis Lavertu 
of the Hill School. We hope to see them printed in full in the Journal. 
Dr. Wm. R. Price led a lively discussion which was participated 
in by M. Rene Samson of Washington, D. C, Mr. Gibson of Mer- 
cersberg Academy, Prof. Buffum and Prof. Armstrong of Princeton, 
Dr. Greenberg, director of Modern Languages in the Junior High 
Schools of New York City, Mr. Carter of Stevens School, Dr. 
Spanhoofd of Washington, D. C. and Dr. Holzwarth. 

On motion of Dr. Armstrong, seconded by M. Samson, the 
following resolution was unanimously passed: 

It is the sense of this meeting that an Oral and Aural Test 
should be included as part of the examinations in Modern Lan- 
guages by the College Entrance Examination Board, that the 
President of this Association be authorized to make overtures to 
the College Entrance Examination Board concerning the possi- 
bility of including such a test in their examinations, and that if it 
seem desirable, a committee be appointed to conduct the nego- 
tiations with the College Entrance Examination Board. 

The following officers were elected: 

President: Annie Dunster, William Penn High School, Phila- 
delphia. 

First Vice-President: Frederick S. Hemry, Tome School, 
Port Deposit, Md. 

Second Vice-President: Professor Henry G. Doyle, George 
Washington University, Washington, D. C. 

Secretary-Treasurer: Anna Woods Ballard, Teachers College, 
Columbia University, N. Y. 

Directors: J. P. W. Crawford, Ex-President, University of 
Pennsylvania, to 1921; E. W. Bagster-Collins, Teachers College, 
Columbia University, New York, to 1921; Douglas L. Buffum, 
Princeton University, Princeton, to 1922; Isabelle Bronk, Swarth- 
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more College, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania, to 1922; Louis A. Roux, 
Newark Academy, Newark, to 1922. 

Anna Woods Ballard,. 
Secretary 

Notes from South Dakota 

modern language round table, state teachers' association 
held in november, at aberdeen 

There were two meetings of the Round Table, both of which 
were very informal, following set papers by Dr. Kurz, of the State 
University on "Spanish Publications for High School Use"; by 
Professor E. M. Greene of the State University on "French 
Reading Texts for First and Second Year High School"; and by 
Mile Germaine Cornier, instructor at the State University on 
"A Comparison of Methods and Students' Attitude in American 
and French Schools." 

The following resolutions were adopted by the Round Table for 
presentation to High School Inspector F. E. Smith at Pierre: A, 
That for the present year at least, one year of Latin (preferably 
two) precede the study of French or Spanish in our High Schools; 
B, That conformable to a resolution of the Federation of Modern 
Language Teachers, at least one year elapse between starting 
points of French and Spanish; C, That the present five year law 
for text books is not for the best interests of the students and 
teachers of Modern Languages in the state. 

The Secretary was instructed to express to Mrs. George Smith, 
wife of the late President of the Round Table, the sympathy of the 
members for her in her bereavement. 

The following officers were elected for 1921: President, E. M. 
Greene; Vice-President, Mrs. C. Collins, Aberdeen Normal School; 
Secretary, Miss H. Ulrey, Pierre Public Schools. 

The enrollment at the State University of South Dakota in 
French is about 220 ; in Spanish about 130. These figures vary little 
from those of last year. The Spanish Department is fortunate in 
acquiring Dr. Harry Kurz of Columbia University, and Miss 
Grace Eldredge from Illinois; the French Department has the aid 
of Mr. Melville Miller of Iowa University, and Mile Germaine 
Cornier, Licenciee of the Sorbonne. 

The success of the French Club last winter encouraged its 
members to continue a similar program of lectures by the faculty; 
recitations, plays etc., by the students. A Romance scholar of note 
will, as usual, be invited to address the club. Last year this scholar 
was Professor Colbert Searles of Minnesota. During the fall con- 
versational groups have been formed for both Spanish and French. 

Yankton College, South Dakota, has an enrollment this year of 
74 in French, 17 in Spanish, and only 2 in German with a prospect 
of a few more the second semester. 
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In Sioux Falls College, South Dakota, 17% of the students are 
taking Spanish, 12% taking French, and 5% German. 

French is taught in 56 of the 231 high schools of South Dakota, 
and Spanish in 13. No German is taught as the language is still 
under the ban as far as schools supported by the state are con- 
cerned. 

ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF SPANISH 

The Fourth Annual Meeting of the American Association of 
Teachers of Spanish was held at the Auditorium Hotel, Chicago, 
December 30 and 31, 1920. The attendance was large and the 
enthusiasm contagious. The presiding officer, Mr. Sundstrom, 
of the Lake View High School, Chicago, introduced Mr. de Butts 
as the speaker in place of Supt. Mortenson who was attending a 
meeting at the state capital. Mr. E. L. C. Morse of the Summer 
Normal School spoke with considerable enthusiasm of the need of 
teaching the psychology as well as the language of Spanish America 
because the growth of commerce and the exigencies of international 
politics had compelled the United States to lay aside the r61e of a 
hermit and to deal with and become acquainted with our neighbors. 

President Wilkins in well chosen terms set forth the aims and 
purposes of the association and offered pertinent suggestions. 
Prof. Fitz-Gerald of the University of Illinois discussed the prob- 
lem of educating young Americans of Mexican parentage on the 
border. Citations were made from the practice of the British 
authorities in Wales, South Africa and Quebec; from the French 
practices in Britanny, Provence, and Gascony and our methods 
in the Philippines. Should the young Mexicans be taught English 
from the beginning? Should they be taught in Spanish for the 
first few years, learning English later? Or should they be taught 
by a teacher familiar with both English and Spanish, using the 
latter language only so much as is necessary to make the child 
understand the lessons at first? The discussion following was 
animated. Miss Cameron of the Waller High School exhibited 
some very creditable work from her pupils in the Waller High 
School. Prof. Cano of Indiana University pointed out the 
commonest errors that foreigners make in Spanish syntax. 

In the afternoon session the paper of Professor Warshaw of the 
University of Nebraska was read in his absence. In no uncertain 
terms he deprecated the effort in certain quarters to belittle 
Spanish; school officials should be educated by suitable propa- 
ganda as to the true value of Spanish in American schools. Prof. 
Hendrix of Ohio State University regretted the lack of standardi- 
zation in the preparation of Freshmen that come to college. This, 
he believed, was the result of poor supervision and incongruous 
methods of teaching. Mr. Barlow of the Curtis High School, 
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New York, discussed the Classics vs. Modern Languages: type- 
writing, stenography and Spanish are often and erroneously 
grouped as of equal moment in school studies. Spanish is too often 
classified merely as a bread-and-butter subject. The task before 
the teacher of today is to instill in the minds of the public a proper 
respect for Spanish. Prof. Owen, University of Kansas, expressed 
the belief that the Classics are going out and Modern Languages 
coming in. He regretted the loss of Greek, but modern languages 
must try to supply the loss. He decried excessive laudation of 
Spanish on all occasions, and urged teachers to exercise critical 
judgment in all things. 

The afternoon session closed with an address from Miss 
Dalton, Central High School, Kansas City, which was a delicious 
mixture of sound pedagogy with good natured banter. This is 
an age of "soft" drinks and "soft snaps." Spanish is not a "snap"; 
it is absurd to allow people to be illiterate in two languages; one 
is enough. The Spanish class is no place for blockheads; let them 
know something about English before they take up a second lan- 
guage. Knowledge of a foreign tongue conduces to international 
friendship and sympathy. At the Peace Conference neither 
Wilson nor Lloyd George knew French, but Clemenceau had a 
great advantage as he needed no interpreter in English. The day 
is coming when public men will be expected to be acquainted with 
at least one language besides their own. 

In the tertulia, held at Stevens Building Restaurant, Mr. E. T. 
Gundlach, a prominent business man of Chicago and a graduate 
of Harvard, suggested that Spanish should take the place of Latin 
in High Schools, but that it was an injustice to represent to young 
students that any person able to do stenography, typewriting 
and translating to and from Spanish can always find remunerative 
employment. It is not true, and much harm has been done to 
the study of Spanish by indiscriminate and reckless laudation. 
Spanish has great cultural value and it should be studied not 
merely for commercial reasons. Prof. Osma, University of 
Kansas, read in Spanish a learned and critical essay on the dif- 
ferent regional literatures in Spain. The rest of the evening was 
devoted to Spanish songs, recitations, and declamations. 

Friday morning's session was opened with a paper by Dr. 
Hamilton, University of Illinois, who showed that Ramon de la 
Cruz's debt to Moliere was slight, that Cruz was the author of a 
large number of sainetes before he adapted any of Moliere's plays 
to the Spanish stage, and then only in deference to the Court 
which at that time was strongly Francophile. Prof. Hills, Indiana 
University, in discussing some recent educational movements in 
Spain, described the Junta para la ampliacidn de estudios in 
Madrid, and expressed the opinion that that institution, sup- 
ported but not directed, by the Spanish government, will in a short 
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time bring about a great revivification in Spanish Universities. 
Refreshing frankness and vigor was displayed in the last paper 
(by Prof. Gearhart, of Louisiana State University), who depre- 
cated the prevailing habit of giving high, school pupils more work 
than they can be reasonably expected to do in the allotted time; 
it is better to do a few things well rather than many things ill; 
regardless of fine-spun theories, the teacher should adapt his 
practice to the actual conditions before him. This he illustrated 
in a convincing manner from his dealings with Philippino youths. 
A business meeting finished the session. It was decided to leave 
the place of the next meeting to the Executive Council. The fol- 
lowing officers were elected for the ensuing year: President, John 
D. Fitzgerald, University of Illinois; Vice-Presidents: L. A. Wil- 
kins, Board of Education, New York City (3 years), J. P. Craw- 
ford, University of Pennsylvania (2 years), C. Scott Williams, 
Hollywood H. S., California (1 year); Executive Council: A. L. 
Owen, University of Kansas (1 year), Carl O. Sundstrom, Lake 
View H. S., Chicago (2 years), Guillermo Sherwell, Washington, 
D. C, (3 years), Edith Johnson, Tacoma, Wash. (3 years). 

E. L. C. Morse 



Professor R. T. Holbrook, Chairman of the Department of 
French, University of California, has been awarded the Cross of 
the Legion of Honor. 



